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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Submitted herewith is the English language version of the 
International Search Report 3 pages in English PCT/ISA/210 by the 
EPO European Patent Office as the international searching 
authority from the present international application listing 10 
cited references. Two of these references, namely DE 195 22 574 
and WO 98 42897 (in English) are also disclosed on page 4 of the 
specification. The two references not in the International 
Search Report that are disclosed and/or discussed in the 
specification, namely WO 99/31306 (page 4 of specification) and 
EP 0164928 (specification Pgs. 2-3) were filed by applicants on 
February 14, 2002 and are both in English. The 10 references 
cited in the International Search Report have been transmitted to 
the PTO by the International Bureau (PCT/IB/308) as acknowledged 
in the Notification of Missing Requirements dated May 2, 2002. 

In the International Search Report the references listed in 
category A mean these references define the general state of the 
art which is not considered to be of particular relevance with 
respect to the listed claims. The references listed in 
category X means each document is of particular relevance; the 
claimed invention cannot be considered novel or can not be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
taken alone with respect to the listed claims. The references 
listed in category Y mean these documents are of particular 
relevance with respect to the listed claims; the claimed 
invention cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when 
the document is combined with one or more such documents, such 



combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art. The 
International Search Report provides the relevant portions 
English. Also with respect to all of the references on the PTO- 
1449 sheets the US patents, the Patent Abstract of Japan, the PCT 
WO Publications and the European Patent Publications are in 
English, and one of the four listed specification references, 
namely EP 0164928, is also described in the translated 
specification (on pages 2-3), so no further concise explanation 
of relevance should be required. 

A copy of the previously submitted PTO-1449 form (2 pages) is 
presented listing 12 references, namely 10 disclosed in the 
International Search Report and 2 additional references as 
mentioned above. 



Translations of the foreign language references are not available 
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